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Walking Together in Faith 
 
DIRECTORY CHANGES 

 Rev. Eugene Benda: 5547 Morse Rd., Solon 52333-9499; 319-643-2811 

Rev. Bob Gruss: Pontifical North American College, 00120 Vatican City State, Europe 
 Phone: 011-3906684931: office ext. = 814, home ext. = 235 
 gruss@davenportdiocese.org or rgruss@pnac.org 

Rev. Bob Striegel: Newman Center, 104 E. Jefferson St., Iowa City 52245-1717; 319-530-3894 

 Deacon Adrian Panther: 701 Oaknoll Dr. #105, Iowa City 52246-5168 

 
PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
Sessions are open to all adults in the Diocese of Davenport and are mandated for all employees and for those volunteers 
who work on a regular basis with children.  If you have a need for a session please contact a facilitator in your deanery 
(listed on the diocesan website, www.davenportdiocese.org) or Virginia Trujillo, trujillo@davenportdiocese.org or 563-
324-1912, ext. 256.  Current training scheduled (as of July 25): 
 Location   Date     Time  
 Washington, St. James (Spanish only)  8/11/07 9:30 a.m. 
 Newton, Sacred Heart  8/12/07 6:00 p.m. 
 Burlington, Notre Dame Jr./Sr. High School  8/16/07 10:45 a.m. 
 Davenport, St. Vincent Center  8/17/07 10:45 a.m. 
 Iowa City, Regina Elementary Cafeteria  8/21/07 6:00 p.m. 
 DeWitt, St. Joseph  8/21/07 6:30 p.m. 
 Grand Mound, SS Philip & James  8/29/07 6:00 p.m. 
 Centerville, St. Mary  9/05/07 6:30 p.m. 
 Muscatine, Bishop Hayes School (Rel. Ed. Center) 9/06/07 6:30 p.m. 
 Ottumwa, St. Patrick  9/24/07 6:30 p.m. 
 
To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it 
involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002, or 
vacdav@attglobal.net or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA  52722-0004. 
 
STEWARDSHIP OFFICE 
The mid-session, face-to-face workshop for the St. Ambrose Stewardship Institute, involving all coaches and participants 
of the Institute, will take place on Thursday, August 23, from 2:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the lower level of the Church at  
St. Thomas More in Iowa City.  This workshop will include a reflection on lessons learned in the first half of the Institute, 
which focused on the theology and philosophy of stewardship, and preparation for the second half of the Institute, which 
focuses on the implementation of stewardship in a parish.   
 
The Institute is now called the “St. Ambrose Stewardship Institute” as St. Ambrose University is now co-sponsoring the 
Institute along with the Dioceses of Davenport and Des Moines.  With the involvement of St. Ambrose University, the 
Institute is now able to utilize on-line, internet teaching methods through resources like Black Board software and the 
electronic reserves at the O’Keefe Library. 

mailto:gruss@davenportdiocese.org
mailto:rgruss@pnac.org
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/
mailto:trujillo@davenportdiocese.org
mailto:vacdav@attglobal.net
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DEACON FORMATION 
Interested in the Diaconate? Men who are discerning a call to the diaconate and their wives are invited to attend a 
Deacon Inquiry Day to find out more about the life and ministry of deacons and about what formation for the diaconate is 
all about.  Meetings will be held at the following locations (2-5 p.m. in Ottumwa; 1-4 p.m. at the other sites): 
 

August 19: Grinnell Deanery 
  Sacred Heart, Newton 

 

September 30: Keokuk Deanery 
  St. Mary Parish Hall, Ft. Madison 

October 28: Iowa City Deanery 
  St. Mary, Solon 

November 18: Clinton Deanery 
  St. Joseph, DeWitt 

December 16: Davenport Deanery 
  Chancery (St. Vincent Center, Davenport) 

Please contact Deacon Frank Agnoli, agnoli@davenportdiocese.org or 563-324-1912, ext. 255, leave your name and 
number, and mention which session you will be attending (the same material will be covered at each session; you do not 
have to attend the one in your deanery). 
 
FINANCE OFFICE 
August 1 Due Date:  Thank you to those who have sent in their Budget, Corporate Resolution, Workers’ Compensation 
Audit Form, Summary of Financial Data and QuickBooks Back-up.  For those that have not yet sent them in please 
remember the August 1 deadline.  Your attention to this process is truly appreciated. 
 
Mileage Reimbursement Rate:  The mileage rate increased from $0.44 to $0.45 effective July 1, 2007. 
 
HOPE AND HEALING MINISTRIES 
Hope and Healing Ministries is a ministry that offers healing retreats, growth groups and counseling referrals to those 
who are struggling with the emotional or spiritual pain of an abortion or sexual abuse.   
 
Our office has relocated.  We are now renting office space from the Diocese of Davenport (Chancery).  
 

New contact information: 

Address: 2706 N. Gaines St., Davenport, IA 52804-1998 
Phone number: 563-322-1645 
Fax number: 563-322-1684 

 

E-mail & hotline have remained the same: 

 E-mail: hopeandhealing@davenportdiocese.org 
Hotline: 1-877-896-HOPE(4673) 
Web page: www.davenportdiocese.org/hopeandhealing 

 
Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat: Sept. 14-16, Cedar Falls.  This weekend retreat is for anyone hurting inside after an 
abortion.  It offers spiritual and emotional healing in a confidential and supportive environment.  Scholarships are 
available.  If you would like to attend, donate, volunteer or need more information call 563-322-1645 or email 
hopeandhealing@davenportdiocese.org.  Information is also available at www.rachelsvineyard.org, 
www.davenportdiocese.org/hopeandhealing, or 1-877-HOPE-4-ME. 
 
PASTORAL SERVICES 

Ministry of Worship . . . 
 
50th Wedding Anniversary Mass: October 14, 2 p.m., St. Alphonsus, Mt. Pleasant with a reception to follow.  For 
further information contact Barb Butterworth, 563-324-1912, ext. 265 or butterworthb@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Time for Easter Vigil 2008: For those planning ahead, the earliest that the Easter Vigil (3/22) may start is 8:00 p.m. 
 

 

mailto:agnoli@davenportdiocese.org
mailto:hopeandhealing@davenportdiocese.org
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/hopeandhealing
mailto:hopeandhealing@davenportdiocese.org
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Ministry of Word . . . 
 
August Gathering: Bankrupt? Heck, no! is the topic of the August Leadership Gathering, to be held Aug. 30 at St. 
Mary’s in Riverside.  Lee Nagel, executive director of the National Conference for Catechetical Leadership, will be the 
morning speaker.  The afternoon focus will be several new diocesan programs and policies that support catechesis and 
those who lead it.  A flier is attached and also available on the website, click on Faith Formation, homepage and it is the 
1st item under “just announced.”  For more information, contact Pat Finan, finan@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Catechetical Sunday is celebrated September 15-16.  Parish leaders are encouraged to plan recognition and 
commissioning of catechists in parish programs and Catholic Schools.  For resources, go to www.nccl.org. 
 
CEW Leadership Conference:  September 29 (Dubuque) and October 20 (Iowa City).  “New Manual-New 
Perspectives” is for CEW teams, steering committees, etc. to implement the new CEW manual.  CEW (Christian 
Experience Weekend) is a retreat for adults originally designed by the Archdiocese of Dubuque and used extensively in 
our diocese.  A flyer with registration information is attached.  The contact person for our diocese is IlaMae Hanisch 641-
791-3435 or hanisch@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Deadline extended for Christian Leadership Institute: – Applications will be taken through July 31 for the Christian 
Leadership Institute (CLI), to be held August 5-10 at the Twin Lakes Christian Center near Manson.  This is an 
outstanding opportunity for youth from your parish to develop their leadership skills to serve the church.  For a brochure 
and information, go to www.stmcenter.com/cli or contact Pat Finan at 641-842-5148 or finan@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
NET (National Evangelization Team) will return to our diocese Nov. 21 to Dec. 15 to provide retreat ministry to 
parishes and schools.  For information about retreat themes, costs and other details, go to www.netusa.org/retreats.  The 
team is still available Friday, Nov. 30, Sunday, December 9, Tuesday, December 11, Wednesday, Dec. 12, and all days 
between Nov. 21 and 27.  To schedule a retreat contact Pat Finan. 
 
Help Youth Ministry With Your Online Searches: Use Goodsearch, a Yahoo search engine, to search online and the 
diocese gets a penny for each search. Start by going to www.goodsearch.com. You’ll see two fields. In the second, type in 
Diocese of Davenport and hit the verify button. Then start searching! The site also gives simple directions to put 
Goodsearch in your toolbar or make it your home page, making searching even easier. Every search you do earns a cent 
for diocesan youth ministry programs. 
 
Christian Faith in a Skeptical Time: This Iowa Faith Formation Conference will be held March 6-7, 2008 in Coralville. 
Timothy Radcliffe, OP is the featured speaker.  A registration form is on the diocesan website: on the left side of the 
homepage under “Events”.  Since three dioceses are sponsoring this event we highly recommend early registration since 
space is limited. 
 
Free Quarterly E-Newsletter for Engaged, Recently Married, or Couples who work with engaged couples: Ave 
Maria Press is sponsoring a free e-newsletter (quarterly editions) for engaged or recently married couples and for couples 
who work with engaged couples.  Couples may register online www.avemariapress.com, click on the Together for Life E-
Newsletter link on the left menu bar.  For more information contact IlaMae Hanisch, 641-791-3435 or 
hanisch@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Marriage Preparation Weekends: The Registration Form is on the diocesan website, www.davenportdiocese.org.  On 
the home page (left side under events) click on “Marriage Preparation Weekends.”  Currently scheduled weekends are:  

August 4-5:  Ft. Madison, SS. Mary & Joseph (registration deadline July 27) 
October 6-7:  Muscatine, SS. Mary & Mathias (registration deadline September 28) 
January 5-6:  Newton, Sacred Heart (registration deadline December 14) 
February 9-10: Bettendorf, St. John Vianney (registration deadline February 1) 

Registration is $125 per couple.  For information about marriage preparation in our diocese or neighboring dioceses 
contact Barb Butterworth at 563-324-1912, ext. 265 or butterworthb@davenportdiocese.org or IlaMae Hanisch, 641-791-
3435 or hanisch@davenportdiocese.org. 

mailto:finan@davenportdiocese.org
http://www.nccl.org/
mailto:hanisch@davenportdiocese.org
http://www.stmcenter.com/cli
mailto:finan@davenportdiocese.org
http://www.netusa.org/retreats
http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://www.avemariapress.com/
mailto:hanisch@davenportdiocese.org
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/
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mailto:Hanisch@davenportdiocese.org


 4

Ten Years of MFP (Ministry Formation Programs) will be celebrated on September 8 at St. Ambrose University.   
The event begins with 10:00 Mass at Christ the King Chapel (Bishop Amos presiding) followed by a luncheon (ticketed 
event).  Rev. Edmond Dunn will be the keynote speaker.  For more information contact Barb Butterworth or IlaMae 
Hanisch. 
 
MFP- Parish Life Administrator Training and Formation Program: 
The following courses remain in this 12-month ministry formation program.  You may still register for an individual 
course by contacting Barb Butterworth or IlaMae Hanisch.  All sessions are held in Williamsburg at the Community 
Recreation Center from 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 

 Aug. 11   Lifelong Faith Formation   
 
MFP Basic Year I Courses 2007-2008 
For ICN participants:  Classes are from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at ICN locations around the diocese two Saturdays per month. 
Non-ICN participants review the recorded ICN classes then meet once a month for three hours for small group work.  
Your schedule is determined by your group and its facilitator.  Registration and detailed information is on the diocesan 
website www.davenportdiocese.org. 
 

Sept. 8: Retreat (required of all) Dec. 8 & 15: Reconciliation/Anointing-Fr. Ed Dunn  
Sept. 22: Ministry/Ministries-IlaMae Hanisch Jan. 5 & 19: Confirmation-Pat Finan 
Oct. 6 & 20: Baptism-Dr. Corinne Winter Feb. 2 & 16: Catholicism-Fr. Ed Dunn 
Nov. 3: Matrimony-IlaMae Hanisch March 1 & 15: Eucharist-Dr. Corinne Winter 
Nov. 17: Holy Orders-Bishop Amos, Msgr. 
John Hyland, Deacon Bob McCoy 

April 5 & 19: Personal/Pastoral Themes-IlaMae Hanisch 

 
Credentials may be reviewed to “waive” some course requirements.  For more information contact IlaMae Hanisch, 
hanisch@davenportdiocese.org or 641-791-3435. 
 
Liturgical Ministry – MFP Specialization 2007-2008: 
Sessions are 8:30 a. m. to 2:30 p .m. at the Williamsburg Community Recreation Center, Williamsburg, (handicapped 
accessible).  Registration and detailed information is on the website, www.davenportdiocese.org. 
 

Sept. 8: Retreat (required of all), St. Ambrose 
University 

April 12: Volunteer Liturgical Ministers, Tammy 
Norcross & Patti McTaggart 

Sept. 29: Liturgical Year and Eucharist, Deacon David 
Montgomery and Gale Francione 

May 24: Music Ministry, Patti McTaggart & Diane 
Mahoney 

Oct. 13: SCAP and the Liturgy of the Hours (required 
for SCAP certification), Deacon Frank Agnoli 

June 14: Pastoral Care of the Sick / Funerals, Deacon 
Agnoli 

Nov. 10: The Ministry of Preaching (recommended for 
SCAP certification, required for lay  preaching), 
Deacon Agnoli 

June 28: Practicum III, Deacon Agnoli & Patti 
McTaggart 

Nov. 17: Practicum I (required for SCAP certification), 
Deacons Agnoli and Montgomery 

July 12: Overview of Other Rites, Deacon McCoy & 
Tammy Norcross 

Jan. 12: Liturgical Space, Gale Francione Aug. 2: Leading Prayer & Planning Retreats 
(recommended for SCAP certification), Sr. Joann 
Kuebrich, Gale Francione, & Tammy Norcross 

Feb. 9: Parish Devotional Life, Fr. Thom Hennen Aug. 16: Practicum IV, Sr. Joann Keubrich, Gale 
Francione, & Tammy Norcross 

Feb. 23: Practicum II, Fr. Hennen and Deacon McCoy  
 

http://www.davenportdiocese.org/
mailto:hanisch@davenportdiocese.org
http://www.davenportdiocese.org/
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Tentative Plans:  Ministry Formation Programs 2008-2012 
2008-2009:  MFP Basic Year II, Catechetical Ministry Specialization 
2009-2010:  MFP Basic Year I, Parish Life Administrator and Finance Administrator   
2010-2011:  MFP Basic Year II, Liturgical Ministry Specialization 
2011-2012:  MFP Basic Year I, Catechetical Ministry Specialization 

 
OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE RETREAT, WHEATLAND:  
A Ministry of the Congregation of the Humility of Mary and New Horizons of Faith 
 

Environmental Good: 
What It Means to be a Green Christian 

 
Presenter:  Father Robert (Bud) Grant 

Wednesday, August 8, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 

Following a brief presentation and conversation about the topic, there will be discussion of the meaning of the words, 
“good” and “nature.” This will be followed by dialogue about the way those meanings have been confused. 
 
Target Audience: Adults interested in ecology and our environment.    
 
Father Robert (Bud) Grant, a priest serving in the Davenport Diocese, is director of General Education at Saint 
Ambrose University, advisor to GREENLIFE, a SAU environmental club, and lecturer and consultant on prairie 
restoration projects.  As associate professor of Theology at SAU, he enjoys reading theology, philosophy and history 
when not backpacking, canoeing, skiing or doing prairie gardening and restoration. 
 

Angels and Demons 
A 2007 Look at a 4000-Year Tradition 

 
Presenter: Father Robert J. Miller 

Tuesday, August 14, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
 

A fascinating study and reflection upon these two much publicized but often misunderstood powers of our Christian faith.  
We will return to the scriptural and spiritual roots of these powers and reflect upon their role and impact in our modern 
lives.  Bring your Bible and a prayerful spirit! 
 
Target Audience: Anyone who loves Scripture and seeks a deeper walk with the Lord. 
 
Father Robert J. Miller, former associate pastor of St. Alphonsus Church in Davenport, is pastor of St. Dorothy Parish 
in Chicago.  He preaches missions and retreats nationally, celebrates healing and charismatic Masses, and teachers in the 
archdiocesan deacon formation program. 

 
Be Still and Know . . . 

 
Directors:  Mary Dingman, SSSF, Joan McCorkell, OCD 

August 16-19, Thursday 7:00 p.m. - Sunday 1:00 p.m. 
 

This silent, directed retreat will provide a time to relax in God’s presence, surrounded by the natural beauty of God’s 
creation.  There will be opportunity to meet a director each day.  Optional periods of community prayer will be provided.  
Eucharist will be celebrated Sunday. 
 
Fee: $250 per person (includes meals).  Limit: 8 
 
Sr. Mary Dingman, SSSF, is a School Sister of St. Francis and a well-known retreat and spiritual director. 
 
Sr. Joan McCorkell, OCD, is a Discalced Carmelite nun at Queen of Heaven Monastery, Eldridge, Iowa.  She holds a 
certificate in pastoral counseling and spiritual formation. 
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Make and Take 
 

Presenters: Donna Schmitt, CHM, Delphine Vasquez, CHM 
Thursday, September 6, 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

 
This is a day to discover and enjoy your own creativity with hands-on art activities you can take with you and enjoy after 
your experience at The Prairie.  Time will be given for relaxation and quiet in the lovely environment of this sacred space. 
 
Sister Donna Schmitt, CHM, a Sister of Humility, is a member of the New Hope Community in the River Bend 
neighborhood of Des Moines.  Among her present ministries is one providing at-risk children and adults with 
opportunities for free, creative art/craft activities. 
 
Sister Delphine Vasquez, CHM, is a Sister of Humility in Davenport, and is currently a substitute teacher at the 
elementary and junior high levels.  She is a calligrapher and has presented programs at The Prairie involving art activities. 

 
For further information  

and/or to make reservations, contact: 
 

Sister Cathleen Real, CHM 
563/336-8414 

ccreal@msn.com 
 



 
Diocese of Davenport 

August Leadership Gathering 2007  
Thursday, August 30  
St. Mary’s in Riverside 

 
Bankrupt?  Heck* No! 

 
We are wealthy in so many ways 

 
Wealthy beyond belief 

 
Wealthy because of belief 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*Humans Encountering Christ the King 
 

No matter what’s in your wallet or purse, the Kingdom 
of God belongs to you when we place your trust in 
God. Even if you’re feeling a bit low spiritually as you 
gear up for a new year, God provides great grace and 
guidance to renew not only you but your co-workers 
as well. Join Lee Nagel and catechetical leaders from 
across our diocese as we take stock of our great 
treasure – our faith in God – and look ahead with 
hope to seeing it grow! 



The August Leadership Gathering is for all catechetical leaders in our diocese. Parish directors 
and coordinators of faith formation, youth ministry leaders, school principals, pastors and other 
leaders are encouraged to attend. After a morning of renewal with Lee Nagel, we’ll spend the 
afternoon exploring new programs and policies designed to strengthen catechesis and support those 
who lead it in our diocese. 
 
Schedule 
8:30 a.m.:  Registration, coffee and rolls 
9 a.m.:  Prayer and welcome 
9:15 a.m.:  Lee Nagel 
Noon: Lunch 
1 p.m.:  New diocesan programs and policies 

• Faith Formation Handbook (replacing the old Religious Educators’ Handbook) 
• Catechist Certification Program 
• Anti-Bullying Policy 

4 p.m.:  Commissioning of Diocesan Board of Education 
 Social with heavy hors d’oeuvres 
 
Lee Nagel is the new executive director of the National Conference for 
Catechetical Leadership. He served for 15 years as director of Total Catholic 
Education for the Diocese of Green Bay. His speaking and writing have had 
a great impact on faith formation across our nation.  

 
Registration fee is $10.  Registration deadline is August 24th. 

Make checks payable to Diocese of Davenport 
For information, contact Barbara Butterworth at butterworthb@davenportdiocese.org or (563) 324-1912, ext. 265 

 
Return form and payment to:  
Diocese of Davenport, attn. Barbara Butterworth, 2706 N. Gaines St., Davenport, IA 52804-1998 

(August Gathering with Lee Nagel August 30, 2007) 

 
Name: 
 
Address, City, State, Zip Code: 
 
 
 
Day Phone Number: E-mail:  
 
Parish/School: 

 
Parish/School Town: 

Not that I say this because of need, for I have learned, in whatever situation I find myself, to be self-sufficient.  
I know indeed how to live in humble circumstances; I know also how to live with abundance. In every circumstance and in all things I 
have learned the secret of being well fed and of going hungry, of living in abundance and of being in need.  
I have the strength for everything through him who empowers me.                                                                                         Philippians 4:11-13 
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