
MINI-MESSENGER Volume 36 Number 4, October 2007 
The Official Newsletter of the Diocese of Davenport 

Published monthly excluding January                Deacon David Montgomery, Director of Communication, Editor 

2706 N. GAINES ST.  •  DAVENPORT, IA  52804-1998  •  PHONE: 563-324-1911  •  FAX: 563-324-5842  •  WWW.DAVENPORTDIOCESE.ORG 

 

Walking Together in Faith 
 

DIRECTORY CHANGES 

 Rev. Msgr. Bob Gruss: Change in Phone numbers: Office=011-39-06-68493814 Home: 011-39-06-

68493235 

 Rev. Ron Young: 4521 Bantam Way, Elk Grove, CA 95758-4035; phone: 916-897-8426 

 Rev. Frank Henricksen: On October 27 a new email address: frfrank@netins.net
 

PROTECTING GOD’S CHILDREN 
Sessions are open to all adults in the Diocese of Davenport and are mandated for all employees and for those volunteers 
who work on a regular basis with children.  If you have a need for a session please contact a facilitator in your deanery 
(listed on the diocesan website, www.davenportdiocese.org) or Virginia Trujillo, trujillo@davenportdiocese.org or 563-
324-1912, ext. 256.  Current training scheduled (as of August 29): 
 Location   Date     Time  
 Knoxville, St. Anthony  10/01/07 6:00 p.m. 
 Iowa City, Regina Elementary School Café  10/18/07 6:00 p.m. 
 Albia, St. Mary  10/23/07 6:30 p.m. 
 
To report child abuse contact: Iowa Department of Human Services Child Abuse Hotline: 800-362-2178 and if it 
involves clergy or church personnel also notify Alicia Owens, the Victim Assistance Coordinator, 563-349-5002, or 
vacdav@attglobal.net or PO Box 232, Bettendorf, IA  52722-0004. 
 
STEWARDSHIP OFFICE
Spirituality of Stewardship: October 30, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m., Our Lady’s Immaculate Heart, Ankeny (510 E. 1st St.).  The 
keynote speaker will be Bishop Emeritus Sylvester Ryan from the Diocese of Monterey, CA.  There will be many 
workshops on parish stewardship topics.  The day will conclude with liturgy concelebrated by Bishop Martin Amos and 
Bishop Emeritus Joseph Charron, C.PP.S.  Graduates of the diocesan Stewardship Institute will receive their certificates of 
graduation and some will present workshops.  Registration for this event costs $10 which includes lunch.  To register, 
send name and address with $10 to the Stewardship Office of the Diocese of Des Moines, which is a co-sponsor of this 
event, 601 Grand Ave., Des Moines, IA 50309. 

 
HOPE AND HEALING MINISTRIES 
Hope and Healing Ministries is a ministry that offers healing retreats, growth groups and counseling referrals to those 
who are struggling with the emotional or spiritual pain of an abortion or sexual abuse.  Hope and Healing offers spiritual 
and emotional healing in a confidential and supportive environment.  If you would like to attend, donate, volunteer or 
need more information contact: 877-896-HOPE, 319-338-2497, hopeandhealing@davenportdiocese.org, or 
www.davenportdiocese.org/hopeandhealing. 
 
DEACON FORMATION 
Interested in the Diaconate? Men who are discerning a call to the diaconate and their wives are invited to attend a 
Deacon Inquiry Day to find out more about the life and ministry of deacons and about what formation for the diaconate is 
all about.  Meetings will be held at the following locations from 1-4 p.m.: 

October 28: Iowa City Deanery: St. Mary, Solon November 18: Clinton Deanery: St. Joseph, DeWitt 
December 16: Davenport Deanery:  Chancery (St. Vincent Center, Davenport) 

Please contact Deacon Frank Agnoli, agnoli@davenportdiocese.org or 563-324-1912, ext. 255, leave your name and 
number, and mention which session you will be attending (the same material will be covered at each session; you do not 
have to attend the one in your deanery). 
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FINANCE OFFICE 
Annual Diocesan Appeal goal statements are included in the parish bag/box of Annual Appeal materials.  Contact Kristi 
Jergens, jergens@davenportdiocese.org if you don’t receive your statement. 
 
Tax Exemption: The 2007 IRS Group Ruling granting federal tax exemption for Catholic institutions may be accessed on 
the USCCB web page at www.usccb.org/ogc - click on 2007 Group Ruling. This ruling will load as an Adobe document.  
The first 8 pages are a cover memo discussing particulars of federal tax exempt status.  The last 2 pages are the actual 
Group Ruling letter.  Please print a copy and retain for future use.  To verify tax exempt status you must present the 
Group Ruling letter along with a current copy of the Diocese of Davenport listing found in the Official Catholic Directory 
(OCD).  We will not routinely mail hard copies of the Group Ruling.  Please access yours through the USCCB website 
or contact Lynnette Sowells, sowells@davenportdiocese.org for assistance.  
 
Sales Tax Reminder: Please note that the IRS Group Ruling applies to federal and state income and federal 
unemployment taxes only.  The exemption does not apply to sales tax levied by the state of Iowa.  Purchases made by a 
parish (and its affiliated groups) are subject to Iowa sales tax.  Schools do enjoy immunity from sales tax in certain 
circumstances.  For more information regarding Iowa sales tax, call the order line at the Iowa Department of Revenue & 
Finance, 800-572-3943 and ask for booklet #78-595 – Iowa Tax Issues for Nonprofit Entities.  The booklet may also be 
downloaded from the web at www.state.ia.us/tax.  Click on Publications, Sales and Use Tax, For Specific Business Types, 
Nonprofit Entities: Sales to and Sales by (78-595).  For assistance contact Kristi Jergens. 
 
PASTORAL SERVICES

Ministry of Worship . . . 
 
50th Wedding Anniversary Mass: October 14, 2 p.m., St. Alphonsus, Mt. Pleasant with a reception to follow.  For 
further information contact Barb Butterworth, 563-324-1912, ext. 265 or butterworthb@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
90th Anniversary of Fatima: All in the diocese are invited to gather with Bishop Amos at Sacred Heart Cathedral on 
October 13, 12 noon – 2 p.m. to pray the Rosary in celebration of the 90th Anniversary of the apparitions of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary at Fatima.  This is a 20-decade Rosary and Bishop Amos will lead the first five decades.  You are welcome 
to come at anytime through out the 2 hours to pray with us.  In anticipation of the event, parishes may want to include 
appropriate intercessions regarding the gathering in their Sunday Prayer of the Faithful. 
 
The Diocesan Building Commission will be meeting on October 25 and November 29 at 2:00 p.m. at St. Wenceslaus in 
Iowa City.  Churches that have building or renovation projects planned and need to present to the Commission should call 
or e-mail Fr. Jim Vrba as soon as possible to be placed on the agenda.  Fr. Vrba may be reached at 563-732-2271 or 
jjvrba@yahoo.com.  There will be no Building Commission meeting in December. 
 

Social Action . . . 
 

New Social Action Staff: Esmeralda Guerrero joined the Social Action Team as our Administrative Assistant on July 7th. 
 She has an Associate Degree in Financial Management, is Bi-Lingual, and has extensive experience working in an office 
environment. She has lived in the Quad Cities since 1991 and she has been married for three years. She is the sister of 
Gricelda Garnica who works as a Counselor in the Immigration Program.  Esmeralda is very interested in computer 
programs and has already taken responsibility for creating the Social Action and Immigration portions of the soon to be 
“new look” of the Diocesan website.  She enjoys the opportunity to work in a job that helps people and makes a positive 
difference in the community.  Esmeralda can be reached at guerrero@davenportdiocese.org or 563-324-1912, ext. 289. 
 
John Kiley joined the Social Action Team as the new Director on September 5th.  John came to the Diocese from United 
Way of the Quad Cities Area where he served as President for the past three years and as Vice President of Community 
Impact for the six years before that.  John also served as the Director of Job Training Programs for Eastern Iowa for nearly 
20 years before joining the United Way staff.  He has lived in Davenport most of his life.  John also earned his Masters 
Degree in Business Administration from Saint Ambrose.  He has been married for 36 years to his wife Katie Kiley and 
they have two daughters, Joanne and Julia, and a grandson, Elliot.  John is very excited to have the chance to work with 
some of his heroes (Father Mottet and Dan Ebener) and believes that social action is a great way to bring the teachings of 
Jesus to life.  John can be reached at kiley@davenportdiocese.org or 563-324-1912, ext. 269. 
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Pacem in Terris (Peace and Freedom) Award will be awarded to Bishop Salim Ghazal on November 4 at Christ the 
King Chapel, St. Ambrose University.  Bishop Ghazal is well known and respected throughout the Middle East and 
around the world as a man who bridges the deep divisions between faiths in Lebanon.  For further information contact 
Esmeralda Guerrero, guerrero@davenportdiocese.org or 563-324-1912, ext. 289. 
 
Catholic Campaign For Human Development (CCHD): The collection this year is the weekend of November 17 & 18.  
Every pastor should receive a packet of materials: posters, some envelopes and copies of the bulletin insert adapted to our 
diocese.  That insert should be placed in your parish bulletin for November 10-11, the weekend before the collection, as 
well as display the poster. 
 
The purpose of CCHD is to:  

(a) fund self-help groups that empower low-income people to take responsibility for their lives and to 
address the causes (not just symptoms) of poverty, thereby creating long-term solutions. 

(b)  To educate Catholics, and the community at large, about the Social Teaching of the Catholic Church 
and the extent and causes of poverty. 

CCHD is unique in a number of ways: It addresses the root causes of poverty, seeks long-term solutions, not just 
temporary help.  It creates jobs, strengthens education, provides affordable housing and works for better health care. 

Advent bulletin inserts will be forthcoming and to be inserted beginning the first Sunday of Advent, December 3.  If 
you need more materials or have any questions, please contact Fr. Marv Mottet, 563-324-1128 or 
marv422@aol.com.  Our gratitude to pastors and parishioners for your continued support of the Campaign. 
 
Social Action Institute: January 20 and 21, St. Francis of Assisi Church, West Des Moines.  The Diocese of Davenport is 
working with the Iowa Catholic Conference and the other three dioceses.  Keynote speaker will be Father Larry Snyder, 
President of Catholic Charities USA.  Breakout sessions will feature the latest information on: Fighting Poverty, Social 
Ministry, Immigration, and the Bishops’ Legislative Agenda.  Call the Iowa Catholic Conference at 515-243-6256 for 
more information.   
 
Mini Messenger Call for Parish Features: 
We want to recognize the tremendous work being done in many of the parishes of the Davenport Diocese.  We are 
seeking short stories (250 words or less) and pictures if possible featuring a parish’s outreach beyond the walls of the 
parish church.  The Social Action Team will review all submittals and publish a brief description of the featured story in 
the Mini-Messenger along with a link to our website for the full story and pictures.  Some entries may even be published 
in The Catholic Messenger!  
 
Whether your parish has a special working relationship with a parish in another country such as a strong outreach/medical 
mission or operates a food pantry or clothing distribution site or you are sending parishioners to New Orleans to fix 
homes, we want to share your good news.   All entries must be submitted by the 15th of the month.  Thanks for your work 
and your help in sharing it with others!  If you have questions contact Esmeralda Guerrero. 

 
Ministry of Word . . . 

 
Certification Program for all Catechetical Leaders (DRE, CYM, Principals, etc.) and Catechists (all who teach 
children, youth, and adults) Begins in the Diocese: A brochure with concise information is attached.  Information 
regarding certification and the forms for recording hours may be found in the new Faith Formation Handbook which is 
located on the diocesan website, www.davenportdiocese.org.  The “Echoes of Faith” video/DVD series which is used for 
certification is available for loan by contacting Virginia Trujillo, trujillo@davenportdiocese.org or 563-324-1912, ext. 
256.  To purchase your own series contact Resources for Christian Living (RCL), 
http://rclbooksandmore.stores.yahoo.net/catfor.html.   
 
Whole Community Catechesis Help Available: Orientation and consultation services for the Generations of Faith 
approach to whole community catechesis is now available through monthly conference calls sponsored by the Center for 
Ministry Development.  Parishes interested in exploring Generations of Faith can call on the second Tuesday of each 
month at 1 p.m.  Parishes already involved in Generations of Faith can call on the third Tuesday of each month, also at  
1 p.m.  To reserve a place on the conference call, contact Kristine@cmdnet.org. 
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CEW Leadership Conference: October 20, St. Thomas More, Iowa City.  “New Manual-New Perspectives” is for CEW 
teams, steering committees, etc. to implement the new CEW manual.  CEW (Christian Experience Weekend) is a retreat 
for adults originally designed by the Archdiocese of Dubuque and used extensively in our diocese.  A registration form 
was included with the September Mini.  For more information contact IlaMae Hanisch 641-791-3435 or 
hanisch@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Diocesan High School Youth Rally: Deadline for parishes to register is October 12.   “My One True Way” is the theme 
of our October 28 rally to be held at the Coralville Marriott Conference Center.  Keynoter will be Ceili Rain (pronounced 
KAY-lee Rain), a contemporary Christian band with a Celtic-rock sound that was named group of the year at the 2006 
Unity Awards (Catholic Grammys). The day includes breakout sessions, Mass with Bishop Amos, lunch, dinner, games, a 
dance and much more.  Youth in grades 9-12 should register through their parish.  A brochure & flier (attached), parish 
registration form and youth medical/permission form is online at www.davenportdiocese.org.  Youth also can find out 
more about the rally at www.davenportyouth.org.  Admission is $35.  Final names of participants are due October 19. For 
more information contact Pat Finan, finan@davenportdiocese.org or 641-842-5148. 
 
Deanery Catechist In-Services: 

• Iowa City Deanery: “As the Father has sent me, so I send you” is the theme for a deanery catechist in-service to 
be held from 9 a.m. to noon October 6 at St. Mary’s in Solon.  The morning will feature a keynote by Deacon 
Frank Agnoli of the diocesan liturgy office, two rounds of breakout sessions, and a grade-level sharing for 
catechists.  Cost is $5.  For more information, contact Julie Agne, 319-624-2228 or Janis Vittetoe, 319-653-4504. 

• Clinton and Davenport Deaneries: “Bloom Where You Are Planted” is the theme for an in-service planned for 
October 24, at Sacred Heart Cathedral, Davenport.  For more information, contact Betty Mantsch, 563-242-3311. 

 
NET (National Evangelization Team) will return to our diocese Nov. 21 to Dec. 15 to provide retreat ministry to 
parishes and schools.  For information about retreat themes, costs and other details, go to www.netusa.org/retreats.  The 
team is still available December 11 and Nov. 27.  To schedule a retreat contact Pat Finan. 
 
Free Quarterly E-Newsletter for Engaged, Recently Married, or Couples who work with engaged couples: Ave 
Maria Press is sponsoring a free e-newsletter (quarterly editions) for engaged or recently married couples and for couples 
who work with engaged couples.  Couples may register online www.avemariapress.com, click on the Together for Life E-
Newsletter link on the left menu bar.  For more information contact IlaMae Hanisch, 641-791-3435 or 
hanisch@davenportdiocese.org. 
 
Marriage Preparation Weekends: The Registration Form is on the diocesan website, www.davenportdiocese.org.  On 
the home page (left side under events) click on “Marriage Preparation Weekends.”  Currently scheduled weekends are:  

October 6-7:  Muscatine, SS. Mary & Mathias (registration deadline September 28) 
January 5-6:  Newton, Sacred Heart (registration deadline December 14) 
February 9-10: Bettendorf, St. John Vianney (registration deadline February 1) 

Registration is $125 per couple.  For information about marriage preparation in our diocese or neighboring dioceses 
contact Barb Butterworth at 563-324-1912, ext. 265 or butterworthb@davenportdiocese.org or IlaMae Hanisch. 
 
MFP Basic Year I Courses 2007-2008 
For ICN participants:  Classes are from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. at ICN locations around the diocese two Saturdays per month. 
Non-ICN participants review the recorded ICN classes then meet once a month for three hours for small group work.  
Your schedule is determined by your group and its facilitator.  Registration and detailed information is on the diocesan 
website www.davenportdiocese.org. 
 

Oct. 6 & 20: Baptism-Dr. Corinne Winter Jan. 5 & 19: Confirmation-Pat Finan 
Nov. 3: Matrimony-IlaMae Hanisch Feb. 2 & 16: Catholicism-Fr. Ed Dunn 
Nov. 17: Holy Orders-Bishop Amos, Msgr. John 
Hyland, Deacon Bob McCoy 

March 1 & 15: Eucharist-Dr. Corinne Winter 

Dec. 8 & 15: Reconciliation/Anointing-Fr. Ed Dunn April 5 & 19: Personal/Pastoral Themes-IlaMae Hanisch 
 
Credentials may be reviewed to “waive” some course requirements.  For more information contact IlaMae Hanisch, 
hanisch@davenportdiocese.org or 641-791-3435. 
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Liturgical Ministry – MFP Specialization 2007-2008: 
Sessions are 8:30 a. m. to 2:30 p .m. at the Williamsburg Community Recreation Center, Williamsburg, (handicapped 
accessible).  Registration and detailed information is on the website, www.davenportdiocese.org. 
 

Oct. 13: SCAP and the Liturgy of the Hours (required for 
SCAP certification), Deacon Frank Agnoli 

May 24: Music Ministry, Patti McTaggart & 
Diane Mahoney 

Nov. 10: The Ministry of Preaching (recommended for SCAP 
certification, required for lay  preaching), Deacon Agnoli 

June 14: Pastoral Care of the Sick / Funerals, 
Deacon Agnoli 

Nov. 17: Practicum I (required for SCAP certification), 
Deacons Agnoli and Montgomery 

June 28: Practicum III, Deacon Agnoli & Patti 
McTaggart 

Jan. 12: Liturgical Space, Gale Francione July 12: Overview of Other Rites, Deacon 
McCoy & Tammy Norcross 

Feb. 9: Parish Devotional Life, Fr. Thom Hennen Aug. 2: Leading Prayer & Planning Retreats 
(recommended for SCAP certification), Sr. 
Joann Kuebrich, Gale Francione, & Tammy 
Norcross 

Feb. 23: Practicum II, Fr. Hennen and Deacon McCoy Aug. 16: Practicum IV, Sr. Joann Keubrich, 
Gale Francione, & Tammy Norcross 

April 12: Volunteer Liturgical Ministers, Tammy Norcross & 
Patti McTaggart 

 

 
Tentative Plans:  Ministry Formation Programs 2008-2012 

2008-2009:  MFP Basic Year II, Catechetical Ministry Specialization 
2009-2010:  MFP Basic Year I, Parish Life Administrator and Finance Administrator   
2010-2011:  MFP Basic Year II, Liturgical Ministry Specialization 
2011-2012:  MFP Basic Year I, Catechetical Ministry Specialization 

 
FOLLOWING THE PATH OF NONVIOLENCE 
John Dear will be speaking on October 7, 1:00 – 4:30 p.m. in Clinton at the Vista Grande Conference Center.  John is an 
internationally known voice for peace and nonviolence.  This is a free event and open to the public.  Sponsored by the 
Clinton Franciscans and Clinton Pax Christi.  For further information go to www.clintonfranciscans.org.  
 
CONTEMPLATIVE LIVING RETREAT: MAKING ROOM FOR PRAYER 
October 8-12, 2007, New Melleray Abbey, Peosta, Iowa.  The monks of New Melleray Abbey, south of Dubuque, Iowa, 
invite men and women to participate in this four-day retreat designed to focus on how to live a prayerful life in a busy 
world. In addition to talks by members of the monastic community, the retreat will include opportunities to attend daily 
Mass, pray the monastic Liturgy of the Hours, and experience the peaceful serenity of the monastery. Cost is $285.00, 
which includes four nights lodging, meals, and participation materials and handouts.  To obtain a registration form or 
obtain more information contact New Melleray’s guestmaster at (563) 588-2319, or visit the abbey’s website (at 
http://newmelleray.org). Registration deadline is September 28. 
 
THE GREAT ADVENTURE, A JOURNEY THROUGH THE BIBLE 
Jeff Cavins will present this Bible Study program on October 19 at St. Paul the Apostle, Davenport, 7 – 9 p.m. and the 
cost is free.  On October 20 a workshop will be held at St. John Vianney, Bettendorf, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.  Registration fee for 
this is $35 prior to October 10 and $45 after that date.  A registration form may be found at 
www.greatadventureonline.com.  Contact Joe Flanders with questions: 563-264-3709 or newspringtime@machlink.com. 
 
YOU’RE A BETTER PARENT THAN YOU THINK 
Presented by Dr. Ray Guarendi on October 24, 7 p.m., St. Boniface Hall, Clinton.  His talk will cover parenting and 
family life from every direction.  He has written a book by the same name and has appeared on national television shows 
and has a national radio program.  All are welcome. 

 5

http://www.davenportdiocese.org/
http://www.clintonfranciscans.org/
http://newmelleray.org/
http://www.greatadventureonline.com/
mailto:newspringtime@machlink.com


OUR LADY OF THE PRAIRIE RETREAT, WHEATLAND:  
A Ministry of the Congregation of the Humility of Mary and New Horizons of Faith 
 

Knit One, Pray Too! 
A Quiet Day of Fellowship, Knitting & Prayer 

 
Presenters:  Ann Green, Anne Johnson, Karen Brooke 

Tuesday, October 23, 9:30 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
 
“Everyone seems to be knitting these days; it’s the handicraft of the hour.”  Its very rhythm slows us down, encourages 
contemplation and invites us to be open to the Holy Spirit.  Bring your size 11 or 13 knitting needles, 3 skeins of yarn, and 
join us as we begin to create a prayer shawl/lap blanket for a patient or friend in need of comfort.  We will knit together, 
ray together, share the “yarns” of our individual journey, and enjoy the fall colors at The Prairie. p

 
T
 

arget Audience:  All knitters, including beginners, women and men, are welcome. 

Anne Green is a lay minister at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral, an elementary school teaching assistant and a private piano 
instructor. 
  
A
 

nne Johnson is a fiber artist who has been knitting, sewing and spinning since childhood. 

Karen Brooke is a lay minister at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral and development director for the Sisters of Humility.  Call 
563-336-8401 for more details.  

For further information and/or to make reservations, contact: 
 

Sister Cathleen Real, CHM 
563-336-8414 

ccreal@msn.com
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