RCIA: THE TRIDUUM

Rites for Holy Saturday

The RCIA does contain specific Rites to be celebrated on Holy Saturday. A number of options
are possible for the Elect, including the Recitation of the Creed, the Ephphetha Rite, and the
Choosing of a Baptismal Name (RCIA #185-205). Candidates for Full Communion and
Confirmation should celebrate the Sacrament of Reconciliation (if not celebrated at some other
point during Lent; see RCIA #408 and 482; National Statutes #27).

The Easter Vigil

The order of service varies slightly if the Vigil is celebrated with candidates, catechumens
(elect), or both. It is preferable, however, that the reception and confirmation of candidates take
place at a Mass different from the Vigil (see National Statutes #26). After the homily:

Elect only Candidates only Elect and Candidates
(RCIA #206-243) (RCIA #473-498) (RCIA #566-594)
1. Baptism 1. Renewal of Baptismal 1. Baptism of the Elect

2. Confirmation

3. Renewal of Baptismal
Promises and sprinkling with
baptismal water

4. Prayer of the Faithful

Promises and sprinkling with
baptismal water (at the Vigil
this replaces the Creed)

2. Celebration of Reception

3. Celebration of Confirmation
4. Prayer of the Faithful

2. Renewal of Baptismal
Promises and sprinkling with
baptismal water

3. Celebration of Reception
4. Confirmation of Elect and
Candidates

5. Prayer of the Faithful




