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CONFIRMATION AND THE RCIA   
(See the Code of Canon Law cc.882-888; RCIA National Statutes #28; also see Priest Faculties for the 
Diocese of Davenport) 
 
Priests may confirm (without asking for permission) in the following circumstances:  

1. When the person was never a Catholic: 
a. When he baptizes an adult (defined as anyone who has reached the age of discretion, 

about 7 years old), and 
b.  When he receives a previously baptized non-Catholic into full communion.  

2. If the person was a Catholic and left the Church: 
a. When he readmits into full communion a previously baptized Catholic who apostacized 

(whether by formal act or just by practice) from the faith, and 
b.  When he readmits into full communion a baptized Catholic who through no personal 

fault was instructed in or adhered to a non-Catholic religion. 
 
As you prepare for the Easter Vigil, please note that permission must be requested for priests to confirm 
baptized Catholics (a) who were not raised as Catholic but who never belonged to any other church OR 
(b) who have never left the Church but were never confirmed.  A short letter asking for this permission 
should include a list of those people to be confirmed and a short explanation of the circumstances of 
each candidate. 
 
In order to respect the integrity of the three Sacraments of Initiation, the priest who presides over 
Eucharist and Confirmation is also the one who is to baptize. Therefore, another minister (e.g., a deacon 
or even another priest) must not baptize in this situation (see c.883.2; for an exception if large numbers 
are involved, see RCIA # 226). Also, priests who will be presiding at the Easter Vigil outside the territory 
of their assignment, or if they are not assigned a pastoral charge, need the explicit (and not merely tacit) 
permission of the one in whose territory they are baptizing (pastor) in order to baptize (see canons 530 
& 862) and confirm (see c.887). 
 
Finally, according to the law of the Church, children who have reached the use of reason (around 7 years 
of age) are considered, for the purposes of Christian initiation, to be adults. Therefore, if someone who 
is to be baptized or received into the Catholic Church is deemed ready (i.e., old enough) to receive 
Eucharist they are to be confirmed.  

 
However, Bishop Amos wishes to allow pastoral discretion in regard to those children who have reached 
the use of reason and are coming into full communion with the Catholic Church (“candidates”). If a 
pastor sees a genuine need to delay confirmation of these children until a later time, he may request to 
do so. Because this situation is so exceptional, written permission from the Bishop must be obtained if 
confirmation is to be delayed. There should be no delay in the reception of Holy Communion. The 
possibility of delaying confirmation does not apply to catechumens. 


