
PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICALITIES
FOR

PREPARING THE LITURGY

THE FIRST RULE OF LITURGY IS CHARITY.
Charity is the first rule of the Christian life and the first rule of the liturgy. We preparefor
our roles andchooseamongvariousoptionsout of love for God and for the peopleof God.

II. CHRISTIANITY IS NOT A CONGREGATIONALIST PHENOMENON.
The Church spansall history, includeseverycultureand welcomesits membersinto human
experiencein all its fullness.

ALWAYSBEGIN WIThI THE RIlE. Our startingpoint is the rites as they are given in the
liturgical books- the structure, the content, the ceremonies,the texts - becausetheseare the
commoninheritanceofall themembersofthe church and our gift tofuturegenerations.
Furthermore,God’speoplehavea right to beformedby theprayerofthechurch, not by the
personaltastesand spirituality ofthe planners. The rites shouldbe alteredonly out of
genuinepastoralneed,or f demandedby the Gospel.

ifi. LITURGY COMES NEITHER FROM US NOR AT US BUT THROUGH US.
The liturgy is the prayerof Christ enactedin a particularassemblyin thenameof the entire
communionof saints.

BEGINPREPARATIONFOR THELiTURGYBYPREPARINGYOURSELF.
Eachmemberofthe assembly- especiallythe liturgical minister - mustprepareher/himself
through living the Christian life, ongoingprayerand recollectionand so enterinto the prayer
of Christ.

IV. LITURGY iS THE WORK OF ALJ THE BAPTIZED.
Clericalism - whetherby priests,committees,or interestgroups- and exclusionism- of the
pooror rich, youngor old, learnedor simple, democratsor republicans,strongor weak in
faith, is antitheticalto the liturgy and thesurestroute to its demise.

THINKAND BEHAVEASMEMBERSOF THE ASSEMBLYWITh! PARTICULARROLES,
NOTASEI’ffERTAIWERSOR PROVIDERS.Liturgy is neithera "ser’ice" nor a form of
entertainmentprovidedby theministersfor the assembly. Thereare no consumersandno
audience;all presenthaveresponsibilitiesand roles.

V. LITURGY IS NOT PERFORMANCE- IT DEMANDS FAITH AND SELFLESSNESS.
Thosewho minister in the assemblymustbe so imbued with the spirit of Christ and so
immersedin the tradition and on-going life of the Church that nothing in them will stand in



the way of the prayer. This hoped-fortransparencyis the only legitimate reasonfor study,
planning, choreography,rehearsal,and subsequentcritiqueof liturgical celebrations.

STRIVEFOR TRANSPARENCYTHATALLA7TErm0NMAYBEFOCUSEDNOTON
YOURSELFBUTON GOD. Everj choice that is made in preparing the liturgy, everything
that is done or said during the liturgy shouldbe so motivatedand guidedby a senseofthe
presenceof God thatparticipantsfeel themselvesusheredinto a more intenseexperienceof
this savingand healing Presence.

VI. LITURGY IS NEITHER PRIVATE PRAYER NOR COLLECTIVE PRAYER BUT
COMMUNAL PRAYER. IndividualismplaguesAmerican cultureand strongly influences
our approachto religion and worship. The liturgy is erroneouslyconceivedas inspirationfor
private prayeror as thejoint expressionof individualspraying privately in the sameplace at
thesametime.

MAKE THE PRAYEROF TIlE WHOLEASSEMBLYTHE GOAL OF YOURPLANNING.
The prayerfidparticipationofthe Assemblyis primary in all preparations. The assemblymust
be able to hear, see, and/orimaginativelyenter into everythingthat happens;mustbe
providedwith an environmentthat is conduciveto prayerand with worthyparticipationaids
which containall theyneedtofulfill their role in the liturgy.

VII. LITURGY TAKES UP ALL THAT IS HUMAN AND SHOWS IT TO BE A REVELATION
OF THE DIVINE. Liturgy is more thantexts; it includesthe silence,gestures,postures,
movements,aromas,tastes,visual images,objects,and the entire complexwhich is our
liturgical tradition.

CREATEA COW1EXTIN WHICH IN7ERIORSILENCEAND RECOLLECTIONCANBE
THE BEGINNINGAND END OF PRAYER. Silence- the mostneglectedelementin the
liturgy - conveyslike nothing elsean awarenessof thepresenceofthe Transcendent;it is the
stageuponwhich the liturgy unfolds, thecontextand depthof everj utterance,the ground
from which the Word emergesand the hometo which it returns.

USESYMBOLSAND OBJECTSIN THE LiTURGY THATAREAUTHEN11CAND
BEAUTIFUL.
That which is artificial or merelysuggestivedoes nothave the substanceand depthneededto
sustainthe weight ofthe mysteryor bear the awaitedPresencewhich emergesfrom the ritual
useof that object.

LET YOURMOVEMENTSAND GESTURESBE GENUINE AND FULL.
Movementsand gesturesare to be donefully with dignity and reverence. When thosemoving
or gesturingare nor caughtup in the core ofreality which seeksexpressionthrough those
gestures,the meaning- the Presence-muststruggle againstthe inadequacyof thegesturein
making its realityfit.
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